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January 1, 2012

No Wednesday Noon Holy Eucharist
  *****Visit our Web site: www.stthomasbethel.org*****

PASTORAL EMERGENCIES

If you have a pastoral emergency, please contact Joe Miccoli 203.775.1117 or 203.885.6973. 

UPCOMING SERVICES
We will resume the regular 8:00 a.m. and 10 a.m. services on January 8th.  

THE ANNUAL MEETING IS SUNDAY, JANUARY 29TH.  THERE WILL BE A CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST FOLLOWING THE 9:00 A.M. SERVICE.  REPORTS ARE DUE IN THE OFFICE BY WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18TH.

FLOWER CALENDAR FOR 2012

[image: image1.wmf]If you would like to mark an occasion with a gift of flowers for the altar, simply contact the church office at 203-743-1494 to go over the details. A donation of at least $30.00 is requested. The flower calendar is posted on the front hall bulletin board. Some names are already penciled in on the calendar. Please sign up on a date you would like. More than one name can be remembered on any Sunday. Be sure you include your own name so we can contact you for details.

ENVELOPES

The White Envelopes in the pews are for the Mission outreach of the Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Connecticut.

BUILDING FUND

Our Building Fund can always use additional donations, as with any 100 year old building there is always something that needs to be repaired.

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

This committee meets on the first Sunday of the month at 9:00 AM.  Because the first Sunday in January is New Year’s Day, the committee will meet Sunday, January 8th.  New committee members are welcome at any time, as are parishioners who may have an interest in a specific issue is to oversee the church building and grounds.

FOOD PANTRY

We are in need of: cake mixes, pasta, coffee and crackers.

FORWARD DAY-BY-DAY

In the front hall on the top row of the tract rack you will find a small booklet, Forward Day-By-Day, based on the Daily Office lectionary.  

Forward for November, December and January are available.  This is an ideal way to spend a short time each day reading about one of the lessons for that day.
BUILDING TO BE LOCKED

At their June meeting, the Vestry decided on the policy of keeping the church building locked when unoccupied.  This means that you cannot expect to get in without a key at just any time of day.  It will be all the more important, therefore, to phone ahead to see if Martha is in the office.  She will have extra keys to give to individuals or groups needing access to the building beyond office hours.

‘INCLEMENT WEATHER’ PLANS

Poor weather conditions have seriously affected Sunday attendance in the past.  So, this winter, if driving conditions are dangerous on a Sunday morning, it may be decided to postpone the main service until later in the day.  In any such case, information about the time of the service will be recorded on the parish answering machine and on our website.  If possible, notification will be sent to local radio and TV stations also.  It is important for us to gather regularly for the worship of God and mutual encouragement with our fellow parishioners.

FORWARD DAY-BY-DAY

In the front hall on the top row of the tract rack you will find a small booklet, Forward Day-By-Day, based on the Daily Office lectionary.  It contains daily meditations for a three-month period.  Each meditation has a reflection on a scripture for the day. 

Forward for November, December and January is available.  This is an ideal way to spend a short time each day reading about one of the lessons for that day.
DONATIONS OF STOCK

If anyone is so moved to donate stock to St. Thomas, the Church has an account at Benjamin F. Edwards & Co.  Our broker is Terry Rodrigues and he can be reached at 203.790.8700.

MILES OF PENNIES

As of Friday, September 23, the St. Thomas’ Penny Wagon, which rolls down the aisle every Sunday when the Church School goes to class, has collected a  “Mile of Pennies.”  What is the Miles of Pennies (M.O.P.) Grant?  The Miles of Pennies Fund was established in 1988 on the 100th anniversary of The Church Periodical Club.  The Miles of Pennies Fund Committee awarded its first grants in 1991.  The maximum grant given by this fund is $844.80 which represents one mile of pennies.  The grants serve the needs of children from kindergarten through high school, wherever there is a need.  The Church Periodical Club is an Episcopal institution; its ministry is to supply books, magazines, tapes, videos and computer programs FREE to those who cannot otherwise obtain them and to raise the money to do this.  It was founded in 1888 by Mary Ann Drake Fargo, wife of a member of the Wells-Fargo Express firm.  Mary Ann and her friends in the Church of the Holy Communion, New York, sent their bundles of books and periodicals westward to missionaries and pioneers via stagecoach.  So, please continue to throw your pennies or other loose change in the large jar in the wagon so we can start on Mile #2.

FOOD PANTRY

Greatest current Food Pantry needs are: 

Coffee, Cereal, Pasta

MINISTRY OF THE OLIVE WOOD CROSS

St. Thomas’ has made the olive wood crosses available as part of our outreach ministry. 

These crosses are made by Palestinian Christian craftsmen in the Holy Land. 

You may pick up a cross on your way back from communion.  After the last hymn, please come forward to have it blessed.  

The crosses cost $35 per 100.  Contributions in any amount can be placed in the jar on the baptismal font.  



The cost for the crosses is nominal, but since we have given away over 1,000 of them we are asking for small donations to help defray the purchase price.  
FORWARD DAY-BY-DAY

In the front hall on the top row of the tract rack you will find a small booklet, Forward Day-By-Day, based on the Daily Office lectionary.  It contains daily meditations for a three-month period.  Each meditation has a reflection on a scripture for the day. 

Forward for August, September and October is available.  This is an ideal way to spend a short time each day reading about one of the lessons for that day. 

THE COOKBOOK is for sale

Cookbooks are $11.50 each.

Check with Karen Ferris.

Altar Flowers

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God

and in loving memory of 

Marshall Eyes and

Bill Winne, Jr.

by Karen Winne
FLOWER CALENDAR FOR 2011
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If you would like to mark an occasion with a gift of flowers for the altar, simply contact the church office at 203-743-1494 to go over the details. A donation of at least $30.00 is requested. The flower calendar is posted on the front hall bulletin board. Some names are already penciled in on the calendar. Please sign up on a date you would like. More than one name can be remembered on any Sunday. Be sure you include your own name so we can contact you for details.

ST. THOMAS’ BOOK GROUP

BOOK CLUB

The Book Group will be meeting on Thursday, October 20 at 1:00 in the Terry Room to discuss Dewey the Library Cat:  
FUEL FUND

The special envelopes in the pews are for the fuel fund.

FOOD PANTRY

Greatest current Food Pantry needs are: 

Coffee, Tea

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY



FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH:

The White Envelopes in the pews are for the Mission outreach of the  Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Connecticut.

SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH:
THE MISSION ENVELOPE in the pews are for contributions toward the mission program of your choice.  Please mark the envelope accordingly. 

SUNDAY BEFORE THE THIRD THURSDAY

Book Club

LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

This committee meets on the first Sunday of the month at 9:00 AM.  The committee’s task is to address issues concerning repair and upkeep of the church property.  New committee members are welcome at any time, as are parishioners who may have an interest in a specific issue is to oversee the church building and grounds.

LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH OR SUNDAY BEFORE MEALS WEEK
MEALS-ON-WHEELS:  This is St. Thomas’ assigned week to deliver meals to the homebound.  If you would like to volunteer, or have questions, an emergency scheduling problem, or whatever, please feel free to call Karen Frank, our Meals-on-Wheels Coordinator, at 748-7191, or leave a note in her pouch.  She would be happy to help in any way she can.

 ‘INCLEMENT WEATHER’ PLANS

Poor weather conditions have seriously affected Sunday attendance in the past.  So, this winter, if driving conditions are dangerous on a Sunday morning, the rector may decide to postpone the main service until later in the day.  In any such case, information about the time of the service will  be recorded on the parish answer phone and on our website.  If possible, notification will be sent to local radio and TV stations also.  It is important for us to gather regularly for the worship of God and mutual encouragement with our fellow parishioners.

WELL MISSION 

FUND RAISER

Today is mission Sunday.  All of the undesignated funds in the mission envelopes will go towards the 

well project. 

In December of 2009 we voted to raise $5,000 to go towards the building of a well in a third world country as part of the Millennium Development Goals to provide clean water.  






Our St. Thomas’ family welcomes all to follow Christ, 

to serve others and to spread his light and love.

It is in serving him that we delight in God’s will.

— Parish Mission Statement


